
Nursery Rhyme Progression Document 

 

 Autumn term Spring term  Summer term 

Nursery  2/3-word sentences/ slower paced rhymes Action songs Rhymes containing longer 

sentences 

Counting songs  

• Humpty dumpty 

• Baa baa black sheep 

• Twinkle, twinkle, little star 

• Row, row, row your boat 

• Rain, rain go away 

• Pat a cake  

• Little Miss muffet 

• Star light star bright 

• Jack and Jill 

• Polly put the kettle on 

 

• Brush your 

teeth 

• Head, 

Shoulders, 

knees and 

toes.  

• If you’re happy 

and you know 

it.  

• Sleeping 

bunnies  

• Wind the 

bobbin up 

 

• The grand old duke of 

York 

• This little piggy went to 

market   

• The bear went over the 

mountain 

• Down in the jungle  

• Incy wincy spider 

• I’m a little teapot 

• The wheels on the bus 

• Old McDonald had a 

farm 

• Miss Polly had a dolly. 

• 5 little speckled frogs  

• 5 little ducks  

• 5 little men in a flying saucer  

• 1,2,3,4,5 once I caught fish alive 

• Two little dickie birds  

• Three blind mice 

• Five current buns 

• 5 little pumpkins 

• 5 little monkeys jumping on the 

bed  

• One finger, one thumb 

Reception Aut 1  Aut 2  

Variations of songs from 

Nursery plan;  

Sp 1 

Counting songs  

Sp 2  

Complex language 

Songs from other cultures/ other meaning 

Recap Nursery 

rhymes from 

Nursery Spring/ 

Summer term 

• Twinkle, 

twinkle 

chocolate bar 

• Incy, wincy 

spider climbed 

up a tree 

• Baa, baa, blue 

sheep  

• 5 little 

monkeys 

swinging from a 

tree 

• 1,2, buckle my 

shoe 

• Ten green 

bottles  

• Ten in the bed  

• 10 fat 

sausages  

• This old man  

• One potato, two 

potato  

• Hickory, 

dickory, dock 

• Mary, Mary quite 

contrary.  

• Goosey, Goosey Gander 

• The big ship sails  

• Dr Foster went to 

Gloucester 

• The hokey cokey 

• I know an old lady who 

swallowed a fly 

• Here we go round the 

mulberry bush  

• Old Mother Hubbard  

• When Goldilocks went to 

the house of the bears. 

• Frere Jacques- French origin also 

known as brother john- sung in a 

round.  

• Ring, a ring, of roses- relates to 

the plague.  

• Hot cross buns- links to Easter 

• Are you sleeping, Are you 

sleeping- Haitii Nursery rhyme.  

• Two tigers- Tiwan  

• Oranges and lemons- bells of 

churches around London 

• London bridge is falling down 

• The animals went in two by two- 

religious/ Noah’s Ark  

 


