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Newtown Primary School 

Pupil premium strategy statement 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium 

for the 2021 to 2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of 

our disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 

academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had 

within our school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name Newtown Primary School 

Number of pupils in school  223 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 37% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil 

premium strategy plan covers (3 year plans 

are recommended) 

2021-2023 

Date this statement was published December 2021 

Date on which it will be reviewed Annually 

Statement authorised by Simone Chesney-Ly 

Pupil premium lead Mr R German 

Governor / Trustee lead Mr D Meredith 

 

Funding overview 

 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £96,880  

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic 

year 

i 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 

years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£0 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 

funding, state the amount available to your school 

this academic year 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

When making decisions about using Pupil Premium funding it is important to 

consider the context of the school and the subsequent challenges faced. This 

alongside research conducted by the EEF. Common barriers to learning for 

disadvantaged children can be: less support at home, weak language and 

communication skills, lack of confidence, more frequent behaviour difficulties 

and attendance and punctuality issues. There may also be complex family 

situations that prevent children from flourishing. The challenges are varied and 

there is no “one size fits all”. 

Newtown – In Context 

Newtown Primary School is a small primary school situated in between West 

Bromwich and Great Bridge in the borough of Sandwell. Sandwell as a borough 

has a low-income deprivation affecting children index (IDACI) – 11 out of 326. 

Newtown sits as the lowest Primary School in the borough – 2781. Although only 

37% of our pupils are currently classed as Pupil Premium, according to our IDACI 

banding, 75% of our pupils are in the lowest deciles for income and poverty. This is 

double the average for Sandwell. 

 

 

The intent of this Pupil Premium Strategy is to raise attainment and give the 

children, at Newtown, the best chance of succeeding while giving them a 

childhood to remember. A Child’s Pupil Premium status is something they do not 

have control over. With this being said, that although this is a Pupil Premium 

Strategy, this strategy applies to every child at Newtown. 

The Ultimate objectives for the children at Newtown are to: 
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Remove barriers to learning created by poverty, family circumstance and 

background. 

 

Narrow the attainment gaps between disadvantaged pupils and their non-

disadvantaged counterparts both within school and nationally. 

 

Ensure ALL pupils are able to read fluently and with good understanding to 

enable them to access the breadth of the curriculum. 

 

Develop confidence in their ability to communicate effectively in a wide range 

of contexts. 

 

Enable pupils to look after their social and emotional wellbeing and to develop 

resilience. 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among 

our disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 

number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Some pupils may have limited opportunities through childhood 

2 Pupils have low prior attainment before joining Newtown 

3 Some families have a negative view of education from prior 

experience 

4 The attendance of pupils is below National average 

5 Children attend school with significant SEMH needs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intended outcomes 
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This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy 

plan, and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

Children are confident in Reading, Writing 

and Maths as they leave Newtown 
End of Key Stage 2 Data is in line with 

National.  

 

The SEMH needs of the pupils are met 

effectively.  

Enriched opportunities within the wider 

curriculum. 

Extra-Curricular activities are varied and 

consistent. 

Forrest school is developed and 

accessed by the children through the 

curriculum. 

Behaviour incidents are low 

Attendance gap is closed Attendance improves year upon year 

Attendance is in line with National 

average 

Staffing is secure and improving ECTs complete their induction period 

and choose to stay with Newtown. 

CPD is imbedding good practice 

Quality of teaching improves 

Parental Involvement Number of families engaging in Parents 

Evening increases 

Parents and carers attend 

performances and praise assemblies 

Parents are involved with home learning 

– hearing pupils read and engaging with 

online maths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity in this academic year 
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This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium 

funding) this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

All quotes are from research from the Education Endowment Foundation unless 

stated otherwise. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £63,050 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 

number(s) 

addressed 

Whole school 

approach to the 6Rs 

 

Specialist 

Professional 

Learning – INSET 

(£3700 x 3) 

 

Teacher and Leader 

CPD – Coaching 

sessions and PLMs 

(£6000) 

 

Ruth – Baker-Leask 

consultancy 

(3 sessions - £1800) 

 

Total: £18,900 

“It is important to identify the appropriate level 

of text difficulty, to provide appropriate context 

to practice the skills, desire to engage with the 

text and enough challenge to improve reading 

comprehension” 

Our internal data shows that writing is a priority 

whole school. Using Teacher Assessment at the 

end of Key Stage 2, 36% of Pupil Premium 

Children were writing at the National Standard. 

This compares to 47% of children. This is a similar 

pattern across the whole school.  

 

 

 

1,2,3 

Professional learning 

into effective 

feedback 

 

PLMs 

(3 sessions - £1800) 

Analysis and Book 

Looks 

(12 Sessions - £2400) 

 

Total - £4200 

 

 

“Providing feedback is a well-evidenced and 

has a high impact on learning outcomes. 

Effective feedback tends to focus on the task, 

subject and self-regulation strategies: it provides 

specific information on how to improve.” 

Professional learning and coaching of all 

teachers will be set up to provide effective 

feedback on learning.  

1,2,3 
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Effective 

Development of 

ECT’s 

 

Weekly release time 

with ECT mentors – 

this may include 

professional 

discussions, model 

lessons, lesson 

observations, 

planning guidance 

and feedback. 

(£20,500) 

 

Tailored Professional 

Learning 

(£1800) 

Team teaching and 

Planning with 

Deputy Head and 

Assistant Head 

(£3000) 

 

Total - £25,300 

“Supporting high quality teaching is pivotal in 

improving children’s outcomes”  

 

“There is a growing consensus that promoting 

effective professional development (PD) plays a 

crucial role in improving classroom practice and 

pupil outcomes” 

 

With these two statements in mind, we have two 

ECT mentors working closely with our ECTS and 

an Induction Tutor who monitors progress of the 

practitioners. They have a bespoke mentor 

program which includes, lesson observations, 

feedback, demonstrations and coaching. 

 

1,2,3 

Teaching for 

Mastery – 

Development Stage 

 

Maths lead and the 

Senior Leadership 

team will conduct 

Learning Walks, 

individual coaching 

and PLM 

(3 termly PLM £2000) 

(6 sessions - £1200) 

 

Release time for 2 

Teaching for 

Mastery Teachers to 

attend Teacher 

Research Groups 

 

(6 days = £2700) 

 

Total - £5900 

 

“The impact of mastery learning approaches is 

an additional five months progress, on average, 

over the course of a year” 

The research from the EDF and the NCETM into 

the Mastery Approach is extensive. This 

approach has proven success and is starting to 

have an impact in school. The end of KS2 TA 

data showed that we were at 63% ARE which has 

been an average increase of 15% from previous 

years.  

 

 

 

1,2,3 



 

7 

Early Years Mastery 

Approach – NCETM 

 

Cover for Reception 

Teacher attending 

the sessions.  

(5 Days@ £200 = 

£1000) 

 

Release time to for 

Reception teacher 

to feedback to 

Maths lead and ECT 

mentor 

(5 x 1 hour sessions = 

£200) 

 

Total - £2000 

“The impact of mastery learning approaches is 

an additional five months progress, on average, 

over the course of a year.” 

“Professional development should be used to 

raise the quality of practitioners’ knowledge of 

mathematics, of children’s mathematical 

development, and of effective mathematical 

pedagogy.” 

 

1,2,3 

Embed New Phonics 

Scheme in school 

 

Little Wandle 

Phonics Scheme 

and resources - 

£1500 

 

1 INSET day for all 

teaching staff 

(£3700) 

 

Initial 1 hour for 

English Leads 

 

Total - £5200 

Reading is a key determiner for academic 

success. Closing the reading gap leads to 

improved confidence, engagement and greater 

outcomes. 

Phonics has a positive impact overall (+5 months) 

with very extensive evidence and is an important 

component in the development of early reading 

skills, particularly for children from disadvantaged 

backgrounds. 

Our whole school data at the end of last 

academic year shows that there had been a dip 

in our outcomes for the Phonics Screening. 64% 

passing the PSC is significantly below national 

average and the average results in previous 

years.  

1,2,3 

Reading scheme 

book banding 

 

Allocating every 

book a coloured 

banned based on 

reading scale 

 

Total - £1550 

 

 

All children should be reading a book based at 

their level of comprehension.   

Reading is a key determiner for academic 

success. Closing the reading gap leads to 

improved confidence, engagement and greater 

outcomes. 

 

1,2,3 
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Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £35,300 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 

number(s) 

addressed 

Focus Group 

Interventions 

delivered in 

Year 5 and 6 for 

2.5 hours a day 

(12.5 hours 

weekly) 

 

(Based on 

roughly 60% of 

children in these 

groups being PP 

- £18,000) 

 

 

 

 

Total - £18,000 

“Good teaching is the most important lever schools 

have to improve outcomes for disadvantaged 

pupils.” EEF guide to the Pupil Premium. 

These interventions should be targeted at specific 

pupils using information gathered from assessments 

and their effectiveness and intensity should be 

continually monitored. Some pupils may have made 

quick gains once they returned to school full time, so 

assessment needs to ongoing, but manageable. 

 

Newtown’s end of Key Stage data predictions shows 

that a large number of pupils are not on track to 

reach ARE at the end of Key Stage 2. Putting in 

focused teaching will allow more pupil premium 

children to meet ARE. This will be reviewed at each 

assessment point.   

1,2,3, 

Focus Group 

Maths 

Intervention for 

pupils in Yr 6 who 

are not on tract 

to meet ARE 

 

(3 hours per 

week – funded 

“The average impact of the small group tuition is four 

additional months’ progress, on average, over the 

course of a year. 

These interventions should be targeted at specific 

pupils using information gathered from assessments 

and their effectiveness and intensity should be 

continually monitored. Some pupils may have made 

1,2,3 
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by the central 

Team) 

 

Total – Paid by 

Trust 

quick gains once they returned to school full time, so 

assessment needs to ongoing, but manageable.’ 

Staff who feel skilled and confident leading an 

intervention will see better progress from the children. 

 

HT and AH to 

deliver phonics 

groups.  

Groups to be 

fluid and 

assessed 

regularly. 

 

This is a daily 

phonics session 

of 30 minutes.  

 

(Based on 

roughly 60% of 

pupils being 

Pupil Premium 

£8000) 

 

Total - £8000 

“The average impact of the small group tuition is four 

additional months’ progress, on average, over the 

course of a year. 

These interventions should be targeted at specific 

pupils using information gathered from assessments 

and their effectiveness and intensity should be 

continually monitored. Some pupils may have made 

quick gains once they returned to school full time, so 

assessment needs to ongoing, but manageable.’ 

Staff who feel skilled and confident leading an 

intervention will see better progress from the children. 

1,2,3 

Deputy Head to 

deliver focussed 

interventions with 

Pupil Premium 

groups.  

 

This will be based 

on areas of need 

and based on 

internal 

assessment. 

 

Total - £5500 

These interventions should be targeted at specific 

pupils using information gathered from assessments 

and their effectiveness and intensity should be 

continually monitored. Some pupils may have made 

quick gains once they returned to school full time, so 

assessment needs to ongoing, but manageable.’ 

Staff who feel skilled and confident leading an 

intervention will see better progress from the children. 

1,2,3 

Level 3 TA to 

deliver focus 

grouped 

interventions in Yr 

3 and 4 based 

on internal data 

 

‘Research on TA’s delivering targeted interventions in 

one-to-one or small group settings shows a consistent 

impact on attainment of approximately three to four 

additional months’ progress Crucially, these positive 

effects are only observed when Tas work in 

structured settings with high quality support and 

training. When Tas are deployed in more informal, 

1,2,3 



 

10 

(Based on 10 

hours per week 

£2000) 

 

Total - £2000 

unsupported instructional roles, they can impact 

negatively on pupils’ learning outcomes.’ 

 

TT Rockstars 

used to imbed 

multiplication 

tables. 

 

Subscription - 

£200 

PLM and 

Analysis from 

Maths Lead 

£1600 

 

Total - £1800 

It is important to make the purpose of homework 

clear to pupils (e.g. to increase a specific area of 

knowledge, or to develop fluency in a particular 

area). 

 

 

 

 

1,2,3 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £9,346 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 

number(s) 

addressed 

Providing Pupil 

Premium Children 

with free 

breakfast club 

provision. 

Food deprivation is high at Newtown.  

Research shows hungry children do not perform as 

well. 

4,5 

Attendance 

Prizes and whole 

school rewards 

for improved 

attendance.  

Attendance 

officer and 

Deputy Head to 

analyse and 

drive 

improvements 

Research has found that poor attendance is linked to 

poor academic attainment across all stages 

(Balfanz & Byrnes, 2012; London et al., 2016) as well as 

anti-social characteristics, delinquent activity and 

negative behavioural outcomes (Gottfried, 2014; 

Baker, Sigmon, & Nugent, 2001). 

However, evidence suggests that small 

improvements in attendance can lead to meaningful 

impacts for these outcomes. 

4 
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Total - £1000 

Pastoral Support 

from Wellbeing 

mentor 2 days 

per week.  

To work with 

children with 

SEMH needs. 

 

Total - £8,346.00 

 

The impact of mentoring varies but, on average, it is 

likely to have a small positive impact on attainment. 

 

4,5 

 

Total budgeted cost: £107,696 
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 

year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

Due to the active and ongoing COVID pandemic, our Pupil Premium focus had to react 

to the change in need for our Pupil Premium Children. We focused on the following: 

• An infrastructure in place for pupils to access online learning 

• Providing the most vulnerable of out Pupil Premium children places within bubbles 

in school 

• Making sure that our Year 6 pupils left Newtown with secure skills in Reading, 

Writing and Maths.  

• Delivering/providing all our Pupil Premium children with food while isolating as well 

as in National Lockdown. As well as wellbeing calls being made and home visits 

conducted. 

Online Learning and ICT Infrastructure 

At the start of the Corona Virus Pandemic and after the first lockdown. we noticed the 

need to provide children with an improved provision for children working from home, 

whether this be in National Lockdown or when isolating.  

The changes we made were as follows: 

Action Reason 

A new and improved 

server, Switch and WIFI 

These actions improved the school network performance, 

increased bandwidth allowing for the increased demand on 

ICT 

Purchasing of Chrome 

Books to top up from 

the allocation from the 

DfE 

This allowed more children to access learning from home and 

also increased provision for children in Key worker and Pupil 

Premium groups.  

Purchasing of Staff 

laptops 

This allowed staff to work effectively when they were not on 

school site. All laptops have a built in camera allowing for 

virtual lessons and meetings 

Purchasing and use of: 

TT Rockstars 

Bug Club 

RM Unify 

Purple Mash 

Google Classroom 

Tapestry 

These online platforms were used during lockdown and while 

children were isolating and learning from home.  
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Evidence of increased engagement in home learning 

 

Providing most vulnerable Pupil Premium children with places within bubbles in school 

Providing children who are Pupil Premium and vulnerable spaces in school during 

lockdown was vital for the wellbeing of our children as well as their families. Children 

were safe and well in school and were able to keep their learning consistent without 

putting extra pressure on our families.  

The data below the increase in numbers for our Pupil Premium children. This was an 

increase of 24 Pupil Premium pupils in school. This was an 50% of the Pupil premium 

children we had in school. 

 

 Percentages Prior to changes to 

online learning and infrastructure  

 

 Percentages post changes to 

online learning and infrastructure  

 

Number 

of 

children 

working 

at home 

Engaged 

with 

learning 

 

Engaged 

by 

submitting 

work  

(3 or more 

times per 

week) 

Did not 

engage 

Number 

of 

children 

working 

at home 

Engaged 

with 

learning 

Engaged 

by 

submitting 

work 

(3 or more 

times per 

week) 

Did not 

engage 

Whole 

School 

(177 

children) 

71% 
(126 

children) 

17% 
(30 

children) 

29% 
(51 

children) 

Whole 

School 

(148 

children) 

86% 
(127 

children) 

36% 
(53 

children) 

14% 
(21 

children) 

EYFS (R)  

(19 

children) 

74% 

(14 

children) 

26% 

(5 children) 

26% 

(5 

children) 

EYFS (R)  

(16 

children) 

100% 

(16 

children) 

25% 

(4 children) 

0% 

(0 

children) 

Year 1 

(23 

children) 

87% 

(20 

children) 

22% 

(5 children) 

13% 

(3 

children) 

Year 1 

(17 

children) 

71% 

(12 

children) 

18% 

(3 children) 

29% 

(5 

children) 

Year 2 

(25 

children) 

40% 

(10 

children) 

20% 

(5 children) 

60% 

(15 

children) 

Year 2 

(19 

children) 

79% 

(15 

children) 

26% 

(5 children) 

21% 

(4 

children) 

Year 3  

(25 

children) 

64% 

(16 

children) 

28% 

(7 children) 

36% 

(9 

children) 

Year 3  

(25 

children) 

72% 

(18 

children) 

60% 

(15 

children) 

28% 

(7 

children) 

Year 4 

(28 

children) 

82% 

(23 

children) 

7% 

(2 children) 

18% 

(5 

children) 

Year 4 

(23 

children) 

96% 

(22 

children) 

48% 

(11 

children) 

4% 

(1 child) 

Year 5 

(29 

children) 

76% 

(22 

children) 

10% 

(3 children) 

24% 

(7 

children) 

Year 5 

(23 

children) 

96% 

(22 

children) 

26% 

(6 children) 

4% 

(1 child) 

Year 6 

(28 

children) 

75% 

(21 

children) 

11% 

(3 children) 

25% 

(7 

children) 

Year 6 

(25 

children) 

88% 

(22 

children) 

36% 

(9 children) 

12% 

(3 

children) 
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Attendance through Lockdown – January – March 2021 

WB 4th January Rec Yr1 Yr2 Yr3 Yr4 Yr5 Yr6 Total 

Key Worker 2 3 4 3 1 1 1 16 

Vulnerable/PP 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Total 2 3 4 3 1 1 1 16 

 

WB 1st March Rec Yr1 Yr2 Yr3 Yr4 Yr5 Yr6 Total 

Key Worker 4 6 6 3 3 4 4 30 

Vulnerable/PP 3 5 5 4 3 6 5 26 

Total 7 10 11 5 6 10 9 58 

 

Year 6 Pupils leaving Newtown with skills in Reading, Writing and Maths 

When children were in school, focused provision was put into Yr 6 for Reading, Writing 

and Maths, the Assistant head was deployed as the class teacher and other interven-

tions were led by the Deputy Head, HLTA’s and other specialists.  

End of Key Stage 2 Data – All Children 

 Expected Standard Greater Depth Score 

 Newtown National 

2019 

Dif Newtown National 

2019 

Dif 

Reading 66% 73%  -7 13% 27% -14 

Writing 47% 78% -31 3% 20% -17 

Maths 63% 79% -16 10% 27% -17 

Combined 40% 65% -25 3% 11% -8 

 

End of Key Stage 2  - Pupil Premium 

 Expected Standard 

 Newtown Pupil Premium Dif 

Reading 66% 55% -11% 

Writing 47% 36% -11% 

Maths 63% 36% -27% 

Combined 40% 27% -13% 

 

 

 

 

 



 

15 

 

At the start of the Academic year, children on tract to be EXE at the end of KS2 

compared to who achieved ARE at the end of KS2 

 Expected Standard – Pupil Premium 

 Start of Academic Year End of the Academic Year Increase 

Reading 36% 55% +19% 

Writing 23% 36% +13% 

Maths 23% 36% +13% 

Combined 15% 27% +12% 

 

This evidence shows that Pupil premium children in Yr6 made acerated progress. The 

Pupil Premium children were still behind their peers however the gap was closed. This 

analysis has shown that we need to focus our provision next academic year on the 

teaching of writing.  

Delivering/providing all our Pupil Premium children with food while isolating as well as in 

National Lockdown. As well as wellbeing calls being made, and home visits conducted. 

Throughout the National Lockdown, our safeguarding team made well-being calls to all 

Pupil Premium children to check their well being as well as how they were accessing 

home learning. Help and advice was given to families who opted to take the voucher 

scheme.  All Free School Meals were hand delivered to families who needed them. 

Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you purchased in the 

previous academic year. This will help the Department for Education identify 

which ones are popular in England 

Programme Provider 

TT Rockstars Maths Circle 

Bug Club Active Learn 

RM Unify RM 

Purple Mash RM/2Simple 

Google Classroom RM/Google 

Tapestry FSF 

 

 



 

16 

 


